
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF  

THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TOWN OF MINT HILL, NORTH CAROLINA 

MAY 8, 2014 

 

The Board of Commissioners of the Town of Mint Hill met in regular session on Thursday, May 

8, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the Mint Hill Town Hall. 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Mayor: Ted H. Biggers, Jr. 

Commissioners: Lloyd Austin, Carl M. Ellington, Richard Newton and Katrina (Tina) W. Ross  

Town Attorney: Kevin M. Bringewatt 

Town Manager: Brian L. Welch 

Deputy Town Manager: D. Lee Bailey 

Planner: John Hoard 

Executive Assistant: Sheryl Smith 

Police Chief: Tim Ledford 

Town Clerk: Michelle Wells Farrar 

 

CALL TO ORDER, INVOCATION AND PLEDGE 

 

Mayor Biggers called the meeting to order, ruled a quorum present and the meeting duly 

constituted to carry on business. Following the invocation offered by Commissioner Ellington, 

Mayor Biggers led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 

 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 

Addition, Deletion or Arrangement of Agenda Items: The Board agreed by consensus to add 

the Soles2Remember Parade Permit to the March Treasurers Report to create a Consent Agenda 

as Item #4.  

 

Approval of Minutes of April 16, 2014 Workshop and April 24, 2014 Regular Meeting:  

Upon the motion of Commissioner Austin, seconded by Commissioner Ross, the Board 

unanimously approved the minutes of the April 16, 2014 Workshop and the April 24, 2014 

Regular Meeting. 

    

Consent Agenda: (a) Accept March Treasurer’s Report; and, (b) Soles2Remember Parade 

Permit:  Upon the motion of Commissioner Ross, seconded by Commissioner Austin, the Board 

unanimously approved Consent Agenda Items a and b. (Copy filed with minutes of record.)   

 

********** 

Mayor Biggers recognized and presented a Town pin to Boy Scout Chris Estridge who was in 

attendance from Troop 144 of Blair Road United Methodist Church. 

********** 

 



Public Hearing on #ZC14-2, Filed by Mint Hill Outparcels, LLC, Requesting a Conditional 

District Rezoning to Allow a Commercial Building on Property Located at Tax Parcel 

#135-381-73: Background information presented to the Board in a written memo from Town 

Planner John Hoard included the following synopsis.  The property was rezoned as part of a 

larger development plan (Pavilion) on January 24, 2002.  A Conditional Use Permit was issued 

on January 9, 2003 for the shopping center and outparcels (outparcels were shown as future 

development requiring separate conditional approval).  The Final Plat was recorded on January 

5, 2004.   

Mr. Ben Schwabb, Stitch Design, on behalf of GEMCAP Properties, LLC, stated the property 

would be located between the Wendy’s and Jimmie’s along Matthews-Mint Hill Road at Evans 

Road.  The development would be a multi-tenant commercial building.  They would no longer be 

asking for the exception of visually permeable windows listed on the Staff Report.  He stated 

stormwater, landscaping, screening and street trees were all in compliance with the Overlay 

District.  The primary entrances would have awnings over the entrance points.  The exterior 

would consist of brick veneer and masonry stucco.  There would be direct pedestrian access from 

the sidewalk around the perimeter of the building. 

Mayor Biggers asked the applicant to clarify that they were removing the request for a variance 

regarding Section 2.A.1 requiring “Street level windows shall be visually permeable.”  The 

applicant stated they were removing that request for the project.  Commissioner Ellington asked 

which parts of the building would be stucco and which would be brick.  The applicant stated the 

stucco would be placed at the windows.  Commissioner Ross asked if the patio would be 

constructed regardless of the tenant and the applicant said yes, the patio would be built.  

Commissioner Ross asked if the unbroken wall on the service side met code.  Mr. Hoard stated 

yes; and it would be screened.  Commissioner Ross asked where the fencing would be placed.  

The applicant stated the landscape area would have fencing that would screen it from Matthews-

Mint Hill Road and the dumpsters would be enclosed.  Commissioner Newton asked if the back 

side of the building would be covered to protect the other buildings since it would be visible.  

The applicant stated landscaping walls and fencing would not be visually permeable.  

Commissioner Austin asked if the service area would cover both areas.  The tenants would have 

direct access or deliveries made from the sidewalk.  Commissioner Ross asked what the façade 

requirement was and Mr. Hoard said it required a window or door every 16 feet to break up the 

space.  Commissioner Newton asked if, at the next meeting, they would show the screening and 

landscape and the applicant agreed to do so.   

There being no public comments on #ZC14-2, filed by Mint Hill Outparcels, LLC, Mayor 

Biggers declared the Public Hearing closed. 

 

Public Hearing on #ZC14-3, Filed by Joshua Carl, Requesting a Text Amendment to Add a 

Brewery/Tap Room Designation to Section 5.2:  Mr. Carl stated he’d like to add Brewery Tap 

Room as an allowable use in the I-G District.  The definition of a Brewery Tap Room would 

need to be included in Section 2.4.  The applicant proposed the following definition: Brewery 

Taproom - would be a separate area of the brewery, open to the public serving only beer.  The 

beer being served was produced on premises.   



Commissioner Newton asked about the long term plans of the operation.  Mr. Carl stated they 

would like to stay in Mint Hill and grow with the Town.   

Mr. Will Leger, 13624 O’Toole Drive, indicated he had been home brewing for 27 years.  He 

was a member of the Carolina Brew Masters which is a community of people who enjoy fresh 

local beer so much they host Oktoberfest.  He felt the community would support the endeavor 

and it would be great if the application was approved. 

Guy Henderson, 5324 Soaring Eagle Lane, stated craft beer was a huge part of this area.  NODA 

had received a gold medal for the best IPA in the world.  He thought the business would be a 

huge benefit to the southern part of the county.  It would give Mint Hill/Matthews an excellent 

opportunity and is consistent with a walkable community.  He thought the Town and community 

would benefit.   

Chelsea Bird, 5324 Soaring Eagle Lane, said the craft beer community was a beautiful place 

where strangers became friends and where communities were strengthened.  Patrons share a lot 

and become fast friends.  Breweries attract people from all over the region. 

There being no more public comments on #ZC14-3, filed by Joshua Carl, Mayor Biggers 

declared the Public Hearing closed. 

 

Public Comments:** None 

 

Other Business/Council Matters: Commissioner Newton stated he would be attending a 

Centralina Council of Government meeting on May 14
th

.   

 

Commissioner Ellington stated he had attended the successful Discover Mint Hill Event last 

weekend.  He added that he’d like to see the double decker bus added back to the event. 

 

Commissioner Ross stated she attended Discover Mint Hill and enjoyed it.  The Mint Hill 

Volunteer Fire Department had asked her to again express their appreciation for the donated 

vehicle.  The Mint Hill Volunteer Fire Department (MHVFD) had 105 hours of training for the 

month of April.  MHVFD had 188 EMS calls and 75 fire calls for the month of April.  She 

indicated there were 1,099 year-to-date calls at of the end of April.  She conveyed concern about 

the draft legislation preventing the Town from regulating trees on private property and the 

possibility of capping the rates of city property taxes.    Commissioner Ross suggested the 

newsletters should be edited more thoroughly as there were spelling errors that would have been 

caught by spell check.  She also indicated that she received three newsletters and there must be a 

way to omit duplicated mailings.  She wouldn’t be in attendance at the June meeting because she 

was scheduled for extensive heart surgery in Cleveland.  She would have three values replaced, 

an aorta replaced and a bypass. 

 

Commissioner Austin stated Mint Hill Madness would be held May 23rd, 24th and 25
th

.  The 

Lions 5K run would be held Saturday the 24
th

 at 8 a.m. at Town Hall. 

 

Manager Welch stated he wished Commissioner Ross good luck with her surgery.  He had nearly 

completed the budget and there would be a budget workshop on Tuesday, May 13, 2014.   

 



Sheryl Smith gave a Mint Hill Madness update: Preparations were going very well.  There were 

37 arts and crafts vendors, 40 businesses, 12 non-profits tents, 12 food vendors and 20 sponsors.  

The revenue was $54,800 and the expenditures were $47,800; therefore, there would be a profit 

made.  There was no title sponsor so she had contacted Make-A-Wish and the Grand Marshal 

would be a young man named Timmy who wanted to be a fireman and meet a princess.  His wish 

would be granted as he would ride with the firefighters and would meet several beauty queens 

including Miss Mecklenburg.  Timmy’s younger sister would be Miss Mint Hill Madness and 

would participate in the parade as well.   

 

Chief Ledford stated Coffee With A Cop would be held May 13
th

 from 4:00-5:00 at State 

Employees Credit Union.   

 

Mayor Biggers attended Discover Mint Hill and enjoyed it.  The strawberries were outstanding.    

He expressed his prayers and support for Commissioner Ross and wished her a successful 

operation and quick return. 

 

Adjournment:  Upon the motion of Commissioner  Ross, seconded by Commissioner Newton, 

the Board unanimously agreed that the meeting be adjourned. Mayor Biggers adjourned the 

meeting at 7:29 p.m. 

 

 _____________________________ 

Michelle Wells Farrar, CMC, Town Clerk 


